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Community Solar is coming to New Jersey! This presentation was given at the Monmouth
County Hub Meeting in late November by Tracey Woods of Sustainable Jersey. The Wall
Township Environmental Advisory Committee is committed to educating our “Wall
Township Living” residents about Sustainable Jersey community solar projects. The
following is extracted from Sustainable Jersey‟s action project as well as Ms. Woods‟
presentation.
What is community solar? Sustainable Jersey describes community solar as “a path for electric utility customers who
cannot install solar panels on their own property to realize cost savings and reduce their carbon footprint.” The following
is outlined in their Municipally Supported Community Solar action: community solar “can offer numerous benefits to
municipalities, such as workforce development programs, positive development of difficult sites like landfills, and
energy bill savings for residents.” According to Ms. Woods, some residents learning about community solar for the first
time can't help but think the offer is simply "too good to be true." How can local renewable energy be available at a
lower price than what residents are currently paying?
Sustainable Jersey provides the following information about community solar in their website:
For residents, businesses, or other organizations that cannot put solar on their own roof for any reason—whether they
are renters, have too many shade trees, or other constraints—subscription to a community solar installation located
offsite on a commercial rooftop, landfill, or parking lot canopy, for example, can enable participation in both the
environmental and cost-saving benefits of solar energy.
The power generated by these solar panels is credited to the subscriber‟s electric bills. Subscribers will receive two bills.
The resident‟s electricity bill will have credit from the solar generation. Then there is a separate bill for the cost of the
subscription. The community solar bill credit minus the community solar subscription bill equals the total savings for
the billing period. Most community solar subscriptions are structured to result in 5-20% savings.
In a community solar project, any utility customer can sign up as a participant to a solar installation sited elsewhere (on
a landfill, municipal building, church, recreation center, commercial building, warehouse, etc.) and receive credit on
their utility bill for the electricity created by the solar panels. Several customers can sign up for, or „subscribe,‟ to the
same solar installation for a percentage of the electricity produced by the community solar project.
Community solar gives low and moderate income residents access to the benefits of solar, in addition to reducing
electricity expenses. Low and moderate income residents are defined as households earning at or below 80% of the
median income, as determined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Municipal support for
community solar projects not only makes the community more attractive to community solar developers, but also
enables the municipality to set project parameters so that there are clear benefits to low and moderate income residents.
Sustainable Jersey recommends that to ensure the municipality is supporting the best available project; municipal leaders
should evaluate all potential projects and select the project that best fits the needs of the community. Detailed guidance
for issuing RFPs is included in the Sustainable Jersey Community Solar How-To Guide (coming soon).
Sustainable Jersey suggests that the municipality can be a Project Ambassador and/or Outreach Coordinator for the
project. The solar developer may also ask the municipality to provide a letter of support if the municipality is joining the
project before the application has been approved by the NJ BPU.

According to Sustainable Jersey, municipalities should develop a list of community goals for community solar when
selecting a community solar project to support. Likely community goals can include expanding access to solar for low
and moderate income residents, municipal income from site lease, local workforce development, and creating positive
development on difficult sites, such as brownfields, and landfills. Community solar benefits the whole community in
numerous ways by reducing energy costs for residents, businesses, and/or for government operations; increasing
municipal income by leasing available rooftop, parking lot, or landfill space for solar installations; producing clean
energy locally; and creating local jobs.
Ms. Woods provided information about municipal roles in community solar such as project ambassador, outreach
partner, multi-municipality project coordinator, anchor subscriber, site host, zoning and permitting, developer and project
owner.
As part of Wall‟s ongoing effort to meet its state-mandated Mount Laurel obligations,
community solar may be the way to go especially for affordable housing residents. There are
three types of solar that are commonly used in community solar projects; roof mount, ground
mount, and canopy mount (typically over parking spaces). Of these three, roof mount costs the
least per kilowatt hour. The roof has to be in suitable condition to support the panels. In some
cases, the cost of preparing a roof can be included in the proposal offered by solar developers.
Ground mount solar panels are ideal for brownfields and landfill sites.
A municipally-owned landfill site in Wall was selected to participate in the New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) Community Solar Energy Pilot Program. The site,
located on Rt. 71, is identified as “Commercial Area One West Belmar Gateway
Redevelopment” by resolution No.03-214 (2/2/03). Spano Partners Holding proposes to
develop the Project Site with construction and operation of 2.14 MW DC solar PV system
by either purchasing or leasing the project site. The solar farm has yet to be constructed.
What makes this a particularly good site for a solar farm is the fact that it is a brownfield
which, although cleaned up, cannot measure up to residential standards.
With all the resources listed below, residents can become knowledgeable on solar energy in general as well as in
community solar.

Resources:
Sustainable Jersey Municipally Supported Community Solar action.
Sustainable Jersey Community Solar How-To-Guide is coming soon.
Sustainable Jersey Webinars
Navigating the Community Solar Application (2019)
Case Studies from New Jersey's Community Solar Energy Pilot Year 1 (2020)
General Resources for Community Solar
New Jersey‟s Clean Energy Program. 2019. Community Solar Energy Pilot Program Rules.
N.J.A.C. 14:8-9
https://njcleanenergy.com/files/file/R_2019%20d_021%20(51%20N_J_R_%20232(a)).pdf
New Jersey‟s Clean Energy Program. Community Solar FAQ.
https://njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/community-solar/FAQs

Illinois Solar Energy Association. 2017. Community Solar Project Proposal Development.
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy/ISEA_2017_Com
munity_Solar_Proposal_Development.pdf
Sustainable Jersey Municipally Supported Community Solar Action for Green Team Members
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/580
Governor Murphy is advancing renewables like solar in the Garden State. Last year, New Jersey launched
the Community Solar Energy Pilot Program which is administered through NJBPU's Clean Energy
Program. The Wall Environmental Advisory Committee is currently doing research on community solar
and looking for ways to bring the benefits to the community. The landfill project described in this article is
eligible to earn points for Sustainable Jersey's Municipally Supported Community Solar action.
In addition, the Wall Township Environmental Advisory Committee is proud to announce that Wall Township is, indeed,
re-certified as a “Sustainable Municipality.” The WTEAC will feature the actions that were approved for re-certification
in a future edition.
Stay healthy and safe.
Environmentally Yours,
Wilma Morrissey, WTEAC Chair

