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The Wall Township Environmental Advisory Committee/Green Team is proud to congratulate Wall Township
on again being a bronze CERTIFIELD SUSTAINABLE MUNICIALITY in the Sustainable Jersey Municipal
Certification Program. Wall Township was certified in 2014, re-certified in 2017, and currently re-certified
on December 16, 2020. This certification is good for 3 program years, at which time a municipality will need
to again re-certify.
Presently in the state of New Jersey, there are 457 participating municipalities, 215 certified municipalities, 11,735 actions
approved, with 153 bronze, 62 silver, and 1 gold star certified. While the Environmental Advisory Committee/Green Team is
the prime backbone in submitting their own actions necessary for certification, it also submitted actions with the approval
and/or assistance from the Township Administrator, Township Committee, Administration, Alliance Coordinator, Public
Works, Police Department, Land Use, Recreation, and the Clerk’s Office.
What are the Bronze Certification Requirements? The environmental/green team needed to establish a mandatory green
team, implement 2 of 12 priority actions, complete actions in 6 of 18 categories, for a total of 150 points. Wall Township
completed 20 action projects for a total of 200 points!
All actions submitted by municipalities to earn points toward certification must be accompanied by documentary evidence
which is reviewed by subject matter experts. Actions include ordinances, programs, policies and procedures, and facility
improvements. Some of these facts were taken directly from the Sustainable Jersey web site and for our “Wall Township
Living” residents, who want to learn more about Sustainable Jersey, please visit sustainablejersey.com
The WTEAC/Green Team would like to share with you the actions submitted for re-certification. The creation of the Green
Team mandatory action was already in place. For our Community Education and Outreach action, we included the annual
environmental poster, poetry and essay competitions that we have been sponsoring for decades. For 29 years, the WTEAC
has engaged students in the four elementary schools: Allenwood School, Old Mill School, West Belmar School, and Central
School (Grades 1 through 5) to express their thoughts through creating environmental art. The students at the Wall
Intermediate School, (grades 6 through 8) participated by writing environmental poetry, and this event has been sponsored
for 22 years. The competition at Wall High School, (Grades 9 through 12) has been sponsored for 25 years in having the
students participate in writing excellent environmental essays. The WTEAC believes that no other municipality in the state
has accomplished the feat of sponsoring environmental poster, poetry, and essay competitions in grades 1 through 12 at six
different schools, for 29, 25, and 22 years. The WTEAC was awarded the coveted ANJEC Environmental Achievement Award
at the 43rd annual Environmental Congress on Friday, September 30, 2016, at the Conference Center at Mercer in West
Windsor for this project: Environmental Posters, Poetry, and Essay Education Interactive Awards.
The Green Team submitted three innovative community projects; namely, the Wreck Pond Nature Preserve,
the Allenwood Community Native Garden and the Community Park Nature Trail which has been featured in previous “Wall
Township Living” articles.
Another action consisted of the creation of the Environmental Commission/Committee which was established and adopted
on 11-8-1978 as Sec. 2-11 of the Revised General Ordinances. The responsibilities and activities were included in this project.
The Green Team chose the Water Conservation Education Program as another action. The Executive Director of the Bayshore
Regional Sewage Authority conducted three presentations on Wastewater Management to 8th grade classes at the Wall
Intermediate School.

The purpose of these programs is to introduce young students in our community about the infrastructure of water and the
wastewater treatment process which included the five stages of waste water management before the treated water is
discharged back into the environment. In addition to the presentations, there was an essay contest on the Wastewater
Process. Two students won Runner-Up positions which carried an award of $100 each.
One priority action included the Green Business Recognition Program which was initiated in 2017 by the WTEAC/Green Team.
Thus far, the honored inductees include: Thompson Brothers Farm (for hydroponic farming); Wolek’s Garden Cottage
(designing native garden, floral arrangements, and organic plants, and vegetables; New Jersey Natural Gas; Allaire
Community Farm; Barlow’s Flower Farm; and InfoAge History and Science Museums. These recipients were awarded a
certificate, a photo/caption and article which appeared in the Coast Star, and inclusion on the official Wall Township site,
www.wallnj.com, under environmental committee. (http://wallnj.com/323/Environmental-Advisory-Committee) Please
scroll down to the photo gallery. A copy of the business letter and assessment check list application sheet and narrative is
listed under brochures on the top left. The assessment check sheet includes 48 items in 9 categories and is easily obtainable
so that the selection is based on the narrative for entry into the program. The application is evaluated by the WTEAC for
choosing inductees. The WTEAC/GT looks forward to welcoming other qualifying businesses in Wall Township for entry into
the Green Business Recognition Program in 2021. Please contact us, and we will provide assistance for your business
regarding the application.
The next priority action is the Prescription Drug Safety and Disposal action. The Wall Township Police Department
participates in the ‘Operation Take Back New Jersey.” These events represent a day for the Wall community residents to
dispose of their unused, unwanted, and expired medicine in a safe and non-hazardous manner. An officer is available in the
lobby, at the Wall Township Police Headquarters, on 2700 Allaire Road, to accept void medications and to answer questions.
The purpose of this program is to ensure the proper disposal of medications and to prevent them from falling into the hands
of children and drug traffickers as well as to protect the environment. The Police Department also provides a permanent
drop off disposal drugs receptacle in the lobby of the Wall Police Station. Residents can deposit their unwanted medications
in this disposal box 24 hours, seven days a week. No identification of residents is required and the disposal of medications is
completely voluntary and anonymous. No needles, sharps or liquid are collected. In addition to “Operation Take Back New
Jersey,” the permanent drop-off location at their Police Headquarters was established in 2014. The Township Committee
awarded the Police Department with a Proclamation in 2017 in support of their work on Operation Take Back New Jersey.
The WTEAC appreciated Lieutenant Joseph Wilbert’s assistance in ensuring approval of this action.
Moving along, the Green Team submitted the “Buy Fresh Buy local” action which was launched in 2020
A list was compiled of various farms, nurseries, restaurants and establishments within Wall Township recording businesses
that buy, grow, or sell fresh locally. The WTEAC would like to increase support for our establishments that provide healthy
eating, as well as to keep the dollars in our community, thus; making available fresh local food more sustainable. As stated,
we not only want to promote the wide variety of locally grown fruits and vegetables produced in Wall Township, but we also
want to genuinely support our local businesses. Residents please patronize our local businesses, especially in this
pandemic, as we do not want to see our establishments permanently closing their doors.
Other actions included the Environmental Commission/Committee Site Plan Review, Building Healthier Communities, and
supporting documentation from Public Works on our Recycling Depots in north and south Wall as well as our Community
Paper Shredding Days. So far, at this point, we accumulated a total of 140 points. The following actions were approved:
Anti-Idling and Enforcement Program, Reusable Bag Education Program, Improving Public Engagement in Municipal
Government, and Brownfields Reuse Planning which now brought the total to 180 points – well over the 150- points needed
for re-certification. The Land Use Department submitted two actions which included Improving Public Engagement in
Planning and Zoning and Digitizing Public Information. Thus, we now completed 20 actions which were approved and
achieved 200 points.
“The mission of Sustainable Jersey is to empower New Jersey communities to build a better world for future generations with
the tools, training and financial incentives necessary to pursue critical sustainability initiatives” as stated by them. Our
WTEAC/Green Team has received three $2,000 grants, tools and advice for implementing actions, training on various
environmental topics from webinars and in-service programs, and participation and education from the municipalities serving
on the Monmouth County Hub. Our Wall Township municipality has the same opportunities available to them should they
pursue it.

“Sustainable Jersey is a network and movement of municipalities, schools and school districts working
collectively to bring about a sustainable New Jersey. Acting with state agencies, non-profit organizations,
foundations, academia and industry, Sustainable Jersey researches best practices for what communities
could and should do to contribute to a sustainable future. The program culminates in a prestigious
certification award to municipalities and schools that have
documented meeting a set of rigorous
standards.
Over five-million dollars in grants have been awarded to municipalities, schools and school districts in the program.
Sustainable Jersey provides tools, training and financial incentives to support communities as they pursue sustainability
programs. By supporting efforts to reduce waste, cut greenhouse gas emissions, educate for sustainability, stimulate local
economies, increase resiliency and progress toward an equitable society, Sustainable Jersey is empowering communities to
build a better world for future generations”.
Sustainable Jersey could not have stated this any better. It is the WTEAC/Green Team fervent hope that our “Wall Township
Living” residents now have a greater understanding of Sustainable Jersey. Not only is it a lengthy process to complete these
actions, but the hours and hours of paperwork is unbelievable. It was frustrating for us at times to have actions that were not
approved. However, in the end, we applaud Wall Township for receiving the distinction of being a “Certified Sustainable
Municipality.” It was worth the time and effort, and we appreciate the assistance of all who contributed to this endeavor.
In 2019, our activities had to be cancelled due to the COVID 19 virus pandemic. Stay safe and be well.
Environmentally Yours,
Wilma Morrissey, WTEAC Chair

