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Robin Ruggiero Dedication Ceremony
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The Wall Township Environmental Committee and Officials
honored artist Robin Ruggiero at the Community Park Old
Nature Self-Guided Trail on July 17 to officially dedicate
“Annabelle the Dragon” which is Robin’s newest creation
gifted to the Environmental Committee and Township.
Visitors can observe “Annabelle the Dragon” who resides on
the nature trail adjacent to the soccer fields behind the
municipal complex. The park bench signifies the entrance to
the trail and “Annabelle” can be seen near the exit between stops
10 and 11. She is a sight to be seen!
Robin uses twigs, tree limbs, and whatever assets the woods provide, in addition to twine, and some rope in
bringing her creation to fruition. She brings her art into nature which is an environmentally good fit using the 3R’s:
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. The Environmental Committee gazes in awe trying to figure out how Robin’s
conceptually designs her artistic creation and her method in planning the dragon. Her skills are phenomenal.
The nature trail offers visitors the opportunity to walk the trail which offers tourists a brief glimpse into Wall’s rich
rural past. This is Wall Township’s first self-guided trail offering signage at each stop with a description of Wall
Township’s past and nature’s resources. This is a wonderful “two for one” for the enjoyment and education for the
whole family. Enjoy the trail and the creation of “Annabelle the Dragon” at the same time. Annabelle stands tall
and graces the trail.
Download a copy of the brochure of the nature trail and the vegetation which is posted on the Environment
Advisory Committee web site on http://wallnj.com/324/Brochures
Our special guest, Monmouth County Commissioner Nick DiRocco, who has always supported the Environmental
Committee over the years, thought that Robin’s creation was amazing. He also commented that Annabelle helped
to adorn our municipal grounds and that generation of kids would also find this creation amazing as well.
Mayor Tim Farrell also commented on her incredible art skills. He suggested that it is a great acquisition for the
town and he hoped that we can promote and get as many residents as possible to view this beautiful possession for
the town. The Mayor thanked her and commented that Wall Township and the residents really appreciate her work.
Township Committeewoman Erin M. Mangan expressed her thanks to Robin for her work in Allaire State Park on
the dinosaurs which were inspiring. She complimented her on the uniqueness of bringing nature and art together
which are two important passions. She loved the idea of the dragon and looked forward to the excitement in all the
children’s eyes once they view the dragon.
On behalf of the Environmental Committee and its guests, WTEAC Chair Wilma Morrissey presented Ms.
Ruggiero with a certificate of recognition that read “Your artistic creation of Annabelle the Dragon to the Wall
Township Environmental Advisory Committee is deeply appreciated.”
Ms. Morrissey shared with everyone how much the environmental committee appreciated Robin’s work on the
dinosaur sculpture garden at Allaire State Park.

The committee invited Robin to a virtual meeting, and at the end of the meeting, the chairwoman asked Robin if
she would be interested in doing a creation for the environmental committee.
Robin was thrilled to volunteer something innovative, and the committee was thrilled that she would do so. The
concept and time frame was left to Robin at her own discretion. Her unhealthy knee was problematic. However, at
her preference, she completed the dragon on and off in about ten days. Robin named the dragon, Annabelle, in
tribute to her niece since the completion of the project occurred on her birthday.
When asked how Robin conceptualizes her creations, she said that she finds a way to do it no matter what it takes,
and she learns as she goes on how to make it better each time. She wanted to help promote the committee’s efforts
and wanted to do it for the community. She stated that if she can help inspire young girls or anyone in general to do
what she does, then it is nice and worthwhile. This is how Ms. Ruggiero goes about developing and conceptualizing
her ideas which she expressed to us. Once she figures out what she wants to do, she just roams around for a couple
weeks and just collects all the pieces and just stands there staring into space and making a mental picture of what
she wants it to be and for people to see.
Environmental members, Ellen Smith, Amanda Agnello, Amanda Brockwell and James Kenny also expressed their
appreciation for her contribution and thanked her as well. Robin appreciated their sentiments.
She commented that she would honestly just like to thank everybody. She said that she didn’t even know how to
express how nice it was to see everyone here. Robin was just blown away by it all. She indicated that she was just
so grateful and thankful and honored.
Nearing the conclusion of the ceremony, Maureen Phillips, her mom, said that Robin has done this since she was 15
years old when she drew her first dragon on her bedroom wall. She said that the whole wall was completely
covered, and that she has always been doing art and it is something that she loves to do. Her mom ended by saying
that she is very proud of her.
Our Environmental Committee, officials, and guests wish Robin much success with all her future projects.
Environmentally yours,
Wilma Morrissey, WTEAC Chair

