Welcome to the Wall Township Environmental Advisory
Committee environmental newsletter. Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome.
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Certified Native Wildlife Habitat Garden
At the Monmouth County Environmental Council’s April 1st
meeting, Kristin Hock, Habitat Outreach Coordinator from the New
Jersey Audubon was the guest speaker. Kristin discussed creating
a Certified Wildlife Habitat, not only for municipalities, but for
homeowners as well. As chair, I brought this information back to
our Wall Township Environmental Advisory Committee who
reviewed the requirements on the mandatory check off sheet for
certification.
Loretta Cooper, who is a strong advocate on gardens and is
a resident volunteer, worked countless hours maintaining the
WTEAC’s Allenwood Native Garden. She reviewed the
requirements for this certification with the Environmental
Committee. Since the Environmental Committee met all criteria for certification, the Committee sent the
application for processing and received a 9 x 12 metal sign which is being placed in the garden. In addition, our
environmental committee received a certificate acknowledging our organization and certification of the Allenwood
Native Wildlife Habitat Garden.
The sign states: Certified Wildlife Habitat – Food, Water, Cover, and Places to Raise Young. This
property is recognized for its commitment to sustainably provide the essential elements of wildlife habitat. The
National Wildlife Federation and the New Jersey Audubon logos are also on the sign. For further information,
contact the: National Wildlife Federation at https://www.nwf.org/garden and download the checklist for
certification or contact the New Jersey Audubon at https://njaudubon.org/gardening-for-wildlife/
With the passing of the Allenwood Park Native Educational Demonstration Garden, to the Allenwood
Native Garden to the newly developed Allenwood Native Certified Wildlife Habitat Garden, residents will be able
to enjoy this garden for many years to come.
Loretta Cooper presented other unique ideas to our environmental committee which was accepted with
census approval from our members. Public Works, our steadfast and reliable community partner added two park
benches along with a second opening in the fence for easier access into the garden, and large rocks along the stone
paths. The girl scouts will paint insects on the rocks to provide additional color to the garden. What is yet to come
are a bird bath, bird houses and perhaps other surprises.
The Environmental Committee wishes to thank the anonymous donor who left a charming statue in the
garden which complements the new garden changes. Our committee appreciates the input and advice from Loretta
Cooper. If any other residents would like to join Loretta and donate some time in the maintenance of the garden, it
would be deeply appreciated.
History of the Allenwood Native Garden
The Wall Township Environmental Advisory Committee received a 50/50 grant from the NJ DEP,
Environmental Services Program in the amount of $3700 for an educational demonstration landscaped native
garden project along the bike trail at the Allenwood Park in 2004.
The soil test report was analyzed by the Rutgers Cooperative Extension, Soil Testing Laboratory in
Milltown, New Jersey. The soil was found to be loamy sand and strongly acidic. Rich Pillar, from the Wild Earth
Native Plant Nursery in Freehold, was the professional native landscaper that recommended 70 varieties of native
plants.

Visitors to the garden were given a booklet with an educational description of each plant. The booklet also
contained the purpose and advantages in choosing native plants, integrated pest management principles and tips to
homeowners on starting their own native garden.
The Environmental Committee and the Wall High School Environmental Club were responsible for the
plantings while the Wall High School ROTC did the mulching. The New Jersey Gravel and Sand Company
provided the walkway stones. The dedication ceremony of the garden took place in spring of 2004.
The WTEAC won three awards for the original native demonstration garden at its inception. The first
achievement award was presented by ANJEC for Educational Native Landscaping: Allenwood Park Demonstration
Garden. The second award, the James J. Howard Combined Effort award was presented to the WTEAC for the
participation of combined efforts of others at the 14th Awards Luncheon in 2004. The third award was from the
Monmouth County Park System in 2005. Volunteers, municipal employees, donations, and assistance brought the
Educational Native Landscaping Project to fruition.
The ladybug sign was presented to the Environmental Advisory Committee in 2008 by Jane Nogaki, NJ
Environmental Federation Program Coordinator recognizing the garden as being a pesticide free zone.
The garden was established in 2004 and has been open to the community ever since for enjoyment and
friendly garden advice. In later years, the garden had seriously deteriorated and, thus, required the restoration of
bringing the garden back to its original state. Wall Township was awarded the $2,000 Capacity Building Grant
funded by PSEG and Sustainable Jersey in 2016 that enabled the WTEAC/Green Team to restore the garden.
Public Works maintains the garden with summer interns and citizen volunteerism. The WTEAC/Green
Team needed to restore the garden for various reasons of deterioration; primarily because the plants were
unprotected. An in-kind contribution by Public Works to construct a fence now gives protection to the plants since
it is heavily trafficked by bicycle riders and other young children. In addition to Public Works providing the much
needed in-house fencing, they also installed an automatic smart control watering system especially valuable in a dry
season. The first grant from Sustainable Jersey was for the restoration of the garden while the second grant from
PSEG was awarded to the WTEAC for installing the interpretive sign at the entrance of the garden in 2018.
Both the lack of the fence and lack of water were problematic issues are now resolved to ensure the success
of the beauty of the garden. Native plants can also help lessen the chance of invasive plants spreading. Most of all,
a native garden provides an esthetically pleasing beautiful landscape.
Volunteers assisted in the plantings in conjunction with Barlow's landscaping. Barlow’s Nursery, the major
consultant and advisor, completed the plantings and other work that volunteers were unable to conclude. With
Steven Barlow at the helm, the $2,000 small grant from PSEG and Sustainable Jersey, Public Work’s in-kind
contributions, the volunteers, and the WTEAC/Green Team – this restoration was a definite success.
The rededication of the garden took place on Saturday, September 17, 2016 with Mayor Conte, Deputy
Mayor DiRocco, Committeeman Tim Farrell, Former Mayors Clayton and Corson, WTEAC/Green Team members,
and other special guests.
The WTEAC and the Allenwood Native Certified Wildlife Habitat Garden is now entering into a new era
creating a wildlife sanctuary to protect and to conserve wildlife. This garden will continue to bring beauty,
enjoyment, and relaxation to our “Wall Township Living” community.
Wall Township is a certified sustainable municipality. We are fortunate to live in Wall as we enjoy our
lifestyle of living – it’s a wonderful place to raise our family!
Environmentally Yours,
Wilma Morrissey WTEAC Chair

