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Chapter _1
Executive Summary
The character of life in a community depends in part on the quality and quantity of
parks, open space, recreational opportunities and facilities available to the
community. These factors can promote increased health, aesthetic value, tourism,
economic development, cultural awareness and overall quality of life.
Wall Township is committed to preserving, enhancing and, where appropriate,
expanding its existing open space, environmental and recreational resources. This
dedication is demonstrated by way of local planning and zoning provisions,
utilization of state and federal grants, community programs, volunteer committees
and a full time staff. To preserve existing privately owned recreational facilities, the
township has two designated commercial recreation zones which encompass more
than 550 acres. The Commercial Recreation 10 (CR10) and Commercial Recreation
40 (CR 40) zone districts include private recreation facilities such as Camp Zehnder
and the Atlantic Club.
In addition, the township has purchased and permanently preserved over 274 acres of
land utilizing the State of New Jersey Green Acres Funding Program. Public open
space zoning districts are designated POS. The township has a full time recreation
department, a volunteer recreation advisory committee and a volunteer
environmental advisory committee all devoted to increasing recreational programs
and environmental awareness. As a point of interest, it should be noted that the first
dedicated Monmouth County Park is the Shark River Park located along the
township’s northerly border. This active and passive recreational facility highlights
the township’s natural features along the river.
The township’s prolonged dedication to preserving open space has certainly been
successful. According to the 2006 Monmouth County Open Space Plan, the total
acreage in Wall Township exceeds minimum required open space standards for the
local population. The County Plan notes that the acreage totals do not necessarily
consider suitability for specific recreation needs, or conservation of natural, scenic,
cultural and historic resources. The intent in preparing the township’s Open Space
and Recreation Plan (OSRP) is to determine a full inventory of existing and
preserved environmental and recreational resources, and identify the current and
future needs of the community.
This OSRP expands the scope of the Wall Township 1999 Master Plan, specifically
Chapter 9, Community Facilities; Section A ‘Community Facilities’ and Section B

‘Recreation and Open Space’ which were adopted by the Planning Board pursuant to
NJS 40:55D-28b. The purposes of the OSRP are as follows:
1)

Identify, inventory and categorize existing parks, open space, historic and
recreation facilities within the township.

2)

Identify public and privately owned land parcels that are, or may be
available for open space and recreational uses.

3)

Identify trends and projected demand for open space and recreational
facilities within the township.

4)

Combine these activities to identify opportunities to acquire and utilize
available land for future open space and recreational opportunities.

To achieve the purposes of this OSRP, the township has utilized a number of
different resources. General data was collected from previously adopted master plans
and ordinances, the Monmouth County Open Space Plan (MCOSP) and the
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). Site specific
information was collected utilizing existing tax data and Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) mapping. This plan has also applied the National Recreation and
Park Association (NRPA) System Classification and Analysis, Balanced Land Use
and Acreage Population Standard methodologies.
Public input was gathered through a mailer survey sent to 9,688 households and two
public meetings held by the Wall Township Planning Board on October 6 and 20,
2008. Of the mailer survey, 1065 or 10.9% were returned. No comments were
received from the public at the Planning Board meetings however the Planning
Board requested that several additional properties be considered for inclusion the
plan for potential open space acquisition. These properties have been added to Table
17. The Planning Board Resolution adopting the OSRP on 11/3/08 is attached as
Appendix D herein. The draft plan was also forwarded to all municipal agencies for
review and comment.
Opportunities for the township to acquire additional land for open space and
recreational use diminishes as land continues to be developed. Wall Township
recognizes the existing and future needs of its residents for recreational facilities and
open space preservation. The research gathered through this plan establishes the need
for continued maintenance of existing park facilities and the expansion of
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conservation areas. A Resource Assessment chapter is provided with the plan
recommending consideration of specific properties for future acquisition and
preservation.
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Chapter _2
Introduction
Historically, Wall Township residents have displayed a strong commitment to
preserving the municipality’s natural and historic resources, and providing quality
recreational facilities. In 1959 the township adopted its first Master Plan and
separate Zoning Ordinance. The former contains a Recreation Element identifying
“Existing and Proposed Parks, Recreation Areas, and Public Open Spaces” totaling
825 acres. The latter establishes specific zoning districts for public parks and
playgrounds. A decade later, the township adopted the 1969 General Development
Plan which included an entire element dedicated to recreational facilities. At that
time, the township had approximately 62 acres of land devoted to recreational usage
with an anticipated 400 acres needed by the year 2000. The 1969 plan also stresses
the need for continued cooperation with the Board of Education to allow school
facilities to be utilized for non-school related public recreation. Since the 1969
Development Plan, the township has updated and re-adopted the Master Plan every
decade with emphasis on the importance of open space preservation and the creation
of quality passive and active recreational facilities.
On January 24, 1996, the Wall Township Committee Adopted the Camp Evans
Reuse Plan. The Marconi Park Complex site, previously the Camp Evans federal
armed services research facility, is now under township ownership. The Camp
Evans Reuse Plan calls for the redevelopment of the facility as a community center
to provide active and passive recreation uses, educational facilities and social
services while preserving existing historic resources at the site. To date, significant
progress has been made and the Reuse Plan remains a work in progress.
The land use plans developed over the latter part of the 20th century have also
resulted in citizen awareness of the need for conservation and recreation. In 1992 the
residents of Wall Township voted to approve a referendum for a tax levy of $0.02
per $100 of assessed property value dedicated to open space and recreational
purposes. Although this tax increase was never adopted as a direct line item, it has
been incorporated into a general Open Space Bond under local municipal purposes in
the budget with an amount in excess of $7 million amounting to the approximate
equivalent approved by the referendum. The Bond supplements a County Open
Space assessment of $0.024 per $100 of assessed property value.
The township is also an active participant in numerous regional, state and federal
preservation programs. It is the first Preserve America Community in New Jersey
and one of only two of these esteemed communities in the State. Preserve America
is a White House initiative which recognizes communities that “… protect and
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celebrate their heritage, use their historic assets for economic development and
community revitalization, and encourage people to experience and appreciate local
historic resources through education and heritage tourism programs.” (Preserve
America Website, accessed 12/19/07) Numerous benefits are available to dedicated
Preserve America Communities, including eligibility for specific grants and funding.
Wall Township has also received approximately $5.7 million in funding through the
State of New Jersey Green Acres Program. Through its participation, State funding
has been granted for the purchase and permanent preservation of approximately 247
acres of land for open space and recreation purposes throughout the township.
Included in Appendix A of this document is a copy of the official Wall Township
Open Space and Recreation Inventory (ROSI) which lists all lands within the
municipality restricted for the sole purposes of open space and recreation pursuant to
Green Acres guidelines. Map 1 at the end of this Plan provides an overall illustration
of open space and recreation lands within the township.
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Chapter_3
Goals and Policies
A statement of goals and policies is useful in guiding the acquisition and
development of open space and recreational resources as well as recognizing and
maintaining existing facilities. Goals and policies must provide a stable basis for
decision making that can be continuously adjusted to changing conditions and needs.
Township Goals and Policies
A goal sets forth a general and continuing statement towards an end in which effort
is directed, while a policy sets forth a more specific guideline to be utilized to
determine present and future decisions to reach the adopted goal. The goals and
policies established by the township in this document recognize its existing open
space and recreational infrastructure and reflect the increasing pressure for additional
open space and recreational opportunities in a municipality with diminishing land
resources.
Goal: To protect and conserve the existing natural, historic and
recreational resources of the township.
Policies:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Identify existing open space, recreational areas, and historic structures
and uses.
Preserve and maintain naturally sensitive areas for water quality,
wildlife habitat and passive recreation.
Preserve and protect, where feasible, the historic character of the
township and its traditional farmland and farm structures.
Recognize, preserve, reuse, maintain, and develop the historic and
educational nature, as well as the recreational potential of the Marconi
Park Complex area.
Consider the strategic acquisition, preservation, development and
reuse of land for open space and recreation consistent with the Wall
Township Master Plan, the Wall Township Land Use Ordinance, the
Marconi Park Complex Reuse Plan, the West Belmar Gateway Area
Redevelopment Plan, the Monmouth County Open Space Plan and the
New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan.
Work with the NJDEP Green Acres Office and the Monmouth County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on cooperative initiatives for the
acquisition of open space.
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•

Educate township residents about the environmental, historical, open
space and recreational planning needs, limitations and opportunities in
the township.

Goal: To achieve and maintain a balanced relationship between the
natural, historic and recreational resources of the township and its built
environment.
Policies:
•
•
•
•
•

Identify the projected build-out population and non-residential
potential of the township.
Identify the projected open space and recreational needs of township
residents using a flexible planning approach and commonly accepted
methodologies.
Provide continued opportunities for community input and
participation in the planning and programming of open space
initiatives.
Encourage interlinking of proposed residential developments to
existing neighborhood parks and school recreation areas. Encourage
the interconnection of bicycle and pedestrian trails.
Ensure proper access, security and maintenance of parks, open space
and recreational facilities.

Goal: To provide adequate and diverse open space and recreational
opportunities and facilities for township residents at this time and as future
needs develop.
Policies:
•
•
•
•

Identify areas of the township that are available for preservation and
recreational uses.
Ensure that the needs and recreational interests of people of all social
and age groups and abilities are considered to the fullest extent
possible in developing recreational and open space opportunities.
Provide continued opportunities for community input and
participation in the planning and programming of recreational
initiatives.
Establish acquisition priorities and development programs based on
studies of demand and usage.
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•

•
•
•
•

Plan for the strategic acquisition of land for conservation and
recreational purposes consistent with the Wall Township Master Plan,
the Wall Township Land Use Ordinance, the Marconi Park Complex
Reuse Plan, the West Belmar Gateway Area Redevelopment Plan, the
Monmouth County Open Space Plan and the New Jersey State
Development and Redevelopment Plan.
Utilize the grant availability linked to the township’s designation as a
federal Preserve America Community.
Work with the NJDEP Green Acres Office and the Monmouth County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on cooperative initiatives for the
acquisition of open space.
Provide open space and recreational facilities for youth and senior
groups, clubs and organizations.
Promote recreational activity among residents as a means of
improving their health and general welfare.
Consistency with Regional Plans

Consistency with the goals and policies of regional open space and recreation
initiatives, specifically the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan
(SDRP), the Monmouth County Open Space Plan (MCOSP) and the Monmouth
County Growth Management Plan are demonstrated in this section. Implementation
procedures to achieve these goals and policies are provided in Chapter 6, Resource
Assessment, and Chapter 7, Action Plan.
SDRP
Goal 2: To conserve the State’s natural resources and systems – This SDRP goal
corresponds to the first township OSRP goal. The township encompasses many state
owned lands which already provide conservation and recreational areas. This plan
reinforces the need to maintain continued preservation of these facilities. Additional
privately owned environmentally sensitive properties are identified in this plan, with
some being prioritized for acquisition and preservation.
Goal 5: Provide adequate public facilities and services at a reasonable cost – Goal
5 of the SDRP directly correlates with the township’s OSRP goals. The OSRP
provides an inventory of all existing public parks. Existing township owned parks
currently provide area residents with free recreational facilities. Individual township
parks that are in need of repair, upgrades or maintenance are identified within the
plan.
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Goal 7: Preserve and enhance areas with historic cultural, scenic, open space and
recreational value – This plan not only provides an inventory of open space and
recreational facilities, but also presents a list of historic sites throughout the
township. Many of the historic sites are located within areas already preserved for
open space and recreation purposes. Proposed acquisition areas include sites suitable
for open space and recreation, some of which incorporate historic landmarks.
Goal 8: Ensure sound and integrated planning and implementation statewide –
Throughout the drafting of this plan the township consulted regional and county
planning documents. Goals were drafted based on local input, SDRP policies and
goals of other area plans. Background data and anticipated trends were gathered
from the New Jersey Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. The needs
analysis conducted by the County in its MCOSP was adopted in the development of
this plan. The township also conducted its own survey and site specific evaluation.
Properties for future open space and recreation preservation were identified by
evaluating environmental resources as well as proximity to existing open space and
recreational facilities and greenways.
MCOSP
Policy Statement 1: The County shall concentrate its resources on meeting its
responsibilities and obligations as a regional provider of public open space and
shall work to encourage others in the fulfillment of their roles and responsibilities.
The township OSRP adopts the Balanced Land Use and Acreage Population
Standard methods utilized in the MCOSP to determine county wide open space and
recreation needs. By comparing these needs with the township vacant land
inventory, it was determined that certain undeveloped parcels within the township
have the resources available to fulfill both county and township needs. As such, it is
recommended that the County and township work together in acquiring these
properties.
Policy Statement 2: The County shall acquire sufficient public parkland to
eliminate short-term and long term parkland deficits and preserve critical
resources of county significance while there is still an opportunity to do so and
shall work to encourage Monmouth County municipalities and non-profit
organizations in meeting local needs.
The MCOSP states that it is the role of the local government to meet day-to-day
recreation needs of the community. The township conducted a municipal survey to
determine what these needs might be. The survey results provide information about
which parks are most utilized by residents and in which activities residents are most
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likely to partake. It was found that many of the needed recreational facilities are
currently available. Future focus should be on enhancing and expanding these
facilities as well as preserving additional areas for open space, recreation and
conservation purposes.
Monmouth County Growth Management Guide
Goal 1: Promote land use planning that encourages the use of transit, walking and
cycling and the creation of centers in order to improve air quality by reducing
automobile trips and congestion.
The Township is currently traversed by the Route 18 Bike Path that runs north to
south through the eastern part of the Township and the Edgar Felix Bike Path that
intersects the Route 18 Bike Path and runs east to west across the southern part of the
township connecting the Borough of Manasquan with Allaire State Park. This plan
identifies both paths and recommends a northerly extension of the Route 18 Bike
Path. The continued maintenance of both bike paths and the northerly expansion
recommended in this plan will encourage the use of the bike paths for walking,
biking and transit throughout the township, between centers and into neighboring
communities.
Goal 3: To promote comprehensive planning among all levels of government as
well as the private sector by sharing information and developing a continuing
dialogue on regulations, plans, policies and issues.
Wall Township hosts a variety of recreation, open space and parkland venues
operated by all levels of government. This open space and recreation plan identifies
all of these areas, and sets forth strategies for their maintenance and improvement.
The action plan for implementation found at the end of this plan identifies two of
these strategies; short term action plan item 4 recommends collaboration with other
agencies to utilize both public and private open space and recreation funding
programs and short term action plan item 5 recommends improved coordination with
the Wall Township Board of Education.
Goal 5: To promote and preserve the agricultural industry, and to assist in
farmland preservation.
While this plan does not thoroughly address farmland, the action plan for
implementation recommends that a separate farmland preservation plan be prepared
by the Township within the next three to five years.
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Goal 6: To preserve the valuable historic, cultural, natural and scenic resources of
Monmouth County.
Chapter one of this plan includes a brief inventory of the open space, significant
natural features and historic sites within township illustrated on Maps 1, 2 and 3,
respectively.
In addition, the action plan for implementation recommends
preparation of thorough natural resource and historic resource inventories to identify
further preservation opportunities.
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Chapter_4
Inventory
By utilizing previously adopted planning documents, township tax data and
Geographical Information System (GIS) mapping, a list of existing natural features,
open space, historic resources and recreation facilities within the township has been
developed. The following is a descriptive inventory of these resources with
associated tables. Illustrative mapping of these areas is presented following the
document text.
NATURAL RESOURCES
The township’s proximity to the Atlantic Ocean along with the numerous ponds,
brooks, streams, rivers and other natural resources within and along the Wall
Township boundaries provide a unique collection of natural resources which enrich
the area. Map 2 provides an illustration of the natural resources of the township.
Water Resources
Two large rivers flow along the extremities of the township: The Shark River along
the northerly border and the Manasquan River along south-westerly border. There
are also a number of isolated water bodies within the township as identified in Table
1 below.
Table #1
Wall Township Water Bodies
ID #
In Map 2
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Name
Albert’s Pond
Brisbane Lake
Glendola Reservoir*
Hannabrand Brook
Headwaters of Wreck Pond
Hurley’s Pond
Manasquan River
Old Mill Pond
Osborne’s Pond
Shark River
Taylor Pond
Wreck Pond Brook
Metedeconk (Brick) Reservoir

* Previously known as Glendale Reservoir
Source: Monmouth County GIS Data
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Wetlands
Wetlands act as transitional areas between well-drained uplands and permanently
flooded regions or waterways. They are important to our ecosystem for a variety of
reasons. They act as nursery areas for aquatic life, provide shelter for amphibians,
and are used as safe havens and feeding grounds for migratory birds. Wetlands often
contain as many or more animals and plants than nearby waterways and provide
protection for humans and their property. They absorb floodwaters and act as
barriers from storms. Wetlands also have the important function of acting as natural
reservoirs and protecting water quality.
Threatened and Endangered Habitat:
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), Division of Fish
and Wildlife, established the Landscape Project Program in 1994. It is a pro-active,
ecosystem-level approach for the long term protection of imperiled species and
important habitats in New Jersey, and its goal is to protect New Jersey’s threatened
and endangered (T&E) species and their habitats. This program separates the State
of New Jersey into five landscape regions. Wall Township is located within the
Piedmont Plains landscape region. Each one of the landscape regions has been
separated into five distinct land cover types that provide critical habitats for T&E
wildlife. The land cover classifications and their descriptions are identified within
Table 2. Map 2 illustrates the location of land cover types present in Wall Township
as set forth by the NJDEP Landscape Project Version 2.1.
Table #2
Land Cover Types
Land Cover Type
Grassland
Forest
Emergent Wetland
Forested Wetland
Beach*

Description
Critical area for grassland-dependent species
Critical area for forest-dependent species
Critical area for wetland-dependent species
Critical area for forest-dependent species
Critical area for beach dependent species

* Beach land cover type not preset in Wall Township
Source: NJ Department of Environmental Protection

Additionally, each land cover type incorporates five levels of habitat. A higher rank
number indicates a more important habitat for T&E species. All five of the
Landscape Project habitats are described in Table 3 below:
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Table #3
Habitats
Rank
Number
1

Status of Habitat

Description

Suitable

Meets habitat suitability for T&E
or priority species
2
Priority
Contains species that have special
or regional concern
3
State Threatened
Contains species identified by
NJDEP as threatened
4
State Endangered
Contains species identified by
NJDEP as endangered
5
Federal T&E
Contains species identified on the
federal list of T&E species
Source: NJ Department of Environmental Protection

HISTORICAL RESOURCES
The township’s vast natural resources are intertwined with its history. Many of the
existing parks and open space areas are integrated with historic districts. For
example, Allaire State Park contains the remaining structures of the historic Allaire
Village and a rich scientific and military history is provided at Marconi Park
Complex. A number of historic sites throughout the township were inventoried in
1992 by the Old Wall Historical Society. Some of the sites identified in the
inventory are depicted on Map 3. Appendix C includes all historic resources that are
listed on the State and National Historic Registries as well as those sites that have
been reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for possible future
inclusion on the New Jersey State Registry. Below are descriptions of several
significant historical area of the township.
Deserted Village at Allaire Historic District (c. 1820)
Historic Allaire Village was originally founded by James Allaire in the 1800’s. He
established the Howell Works or Monmouth Furnace business at this location. The
Village provides various buildings and activities open to the public including a
blacksmith’s shop, bakery, general store/gift shop, mule barn, row homes/museum,
manager’s home, foreman’s cottage and the Pine Creek Railroad. The park also
includes a nature center and the Spring Meadow Golf Course which utilizes the
historic Herbert/Heulitt Home as a restaurant. The park hosts various historic,
recreational, environmental and educational events throughout the year.
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Camp Evans Historic District (c. 1914)
Marconi Park Complex contains numerous historic army research buildings related
to the early study of radio communications technology and radar. Guglielmo
Marconi, the inventor known for sending and receiving the first radio signal and one
of the first to develop commercial radio communication, did a significant amount of
research and testing at this location. Marconi is credited with sending the first radar
signal to the moon and back from the Marconi Wireless Company Radio Tower at
this location. Some of the significant historical features of the site include the Diana
Antenna (dismantled), the Hotel Building, and research buildings known as the ‘H’
Buildings. In 2008 the National Park Service recommended that the Marconi Park
Complex (Camp Evans) be evaluated for National Historic Landmark status.
New Bedford (c. 1830)
The New Bedford area, where the Old Wall Historical Society has its office, is
located on New Bedford Road just north of State Highway Route 138. The area
includes the Jackson-Morris blacksmith/wheelwright building pictured on the cover
of this Plan and the Blansingburg School House (relocated from its original site on
Sea Girt Avenue). The site is also home to the Old Wall Historical Society Museum
located in the historic Allgor-Barkalow Homestead. During the 1800’s New Bedford
Road was part of a stage coach route from Hamilton to Manasquan and several
historic buildings still exist along the corridor.
Allenwood Center (c. 1820)
A number of historic buildings exist in the vicinity of the intersection of AllenwoodLakewood Road, Ramshorn Drive and Atlantic Avenue commonly known as
Allenwood Center. Included in this area are the Allenwood Church, the Allenwood
General Store, the original Allenwood Post Office and the Allenwood School. Just
to the northwest of the center is the Wilson Farm at the intersection of Allenwood
Road and Atlantic Avenue, and on Ramshorn Drive to the southeast is the historic
Allen-Foege House. The Allenwood Center area is one of the first developed areas
of the township and may have also been an early Native American meeting place.

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES
State of New Jersey Owned Land
The Township of Wall is intersected by numerous state highways, including the
Garden State Parkway, Route 195, Route 33, Route 34, Route 35, Route 70, Route
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71 and Route 138 encompassing a large amount of state owned land. In addition,
Wall is home to the State owned Spring Meadow Golf Course and portions of Allaire
State Park. In total 2,471 acres of land within Wall Township are State owned. Of
those, approximately 2073.08 acres consist of vacant land, conservation easements,
and recreational facilities. Table 4 below lists the state owned undeveloped land and
parkland in the township. These lands are also illustrated on Map 4.

Table #4
State Owned Undeveloped Land and Parkland
ID # In
Map 4

Facility Name

1

Allaire State
Park

2

Brisbane
Health Center

3

4

5

DOT/
Highway
Authority
Property
Manasquan
Wildlife
Management
Area
Manasquan
River
Reservoir
Spring
Meadow Golf
Course
Manasquan
Watershed

Location
Atlantic Ave.,
Hospital Rd.,
Route 195, West
Hurley Pond Rd.
Atlantic Ave.,West
18th Ave.,
Route195

Block/Lot

Acres

917/70,71; 920/3,31; 950/1,7; 950.01/1;
954/13; 957/3; 958/1,3; 959/2; 970/8,9

827.53

921/1; 950/8; 950.01/3; 952/1; 954/20;
958/2

16.61

Throughout the
Township

83/1; 800/11; 817/12; 899/5; 917/81;
977/7; 977/12; 977/13; 977/17

28.16

Ramshorn Drive

830/1.03; 835/4

Atlantic Avenue,
Hospital Rd.

958/7; 958/9; 958/13

62.93

Atlantic Avenue,
Hospital Rd.

958/6; 959/3; 959/4

300.75

895/1; 897/1; 897/2; 897/.3; 921/2;
950/6; 950.01/2; 952/3; 957/1; 959/7;
Throughout the
970/3; 970/4; 970/5;; 970/1; 970/6;
Township
970/11; 970/12; 970/13; 970/17; 975/1;
975/3
Total State Owned Undeveloped Land and Parkland

334.75

502.35

2073.08

Sources: Monmouth County GIS Data; Wall Township Tax Maps

Monmouth County Owned Land
County owned land comprises 970 acres within the township consisting of vacant
parcels, the Monmouth County Vocational School, the Monmouth County Hospital,
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the Bel Aire Golf Course and Shark River Park. In total, 902 acres of county owned
land are existing vacant lands, dedicated open space, or land set aside for recreational
uses. Table 5 lists all County owned undeveloped open space and parkland. These
lands are also illustrated on Map 4.

Table #5
County Owned Undeveloped Land and Parkland
ID # In
Map 4
6

7

Facility
Name
Bel Aire Golf
Course
Shark River
Park

Location

Block/Lot

Acres

Allaire Road

803/1,11,15

101.39

Gully Rd.,
Remsens
Mill Rd.,
Schoolhouse
Rd.,

256/16; 354/1; 354/21;
355/1; 355/14; 750/1;
751/1; 751/33.02;
751/54

492.63

Other Vacant
119/10; 901/3;
&
Throughout
907/45.01; 930/51.03;
Undeveloped the Township
957/5; 975/5
Land
Total State Owned Undeveloped Land and Parkland

307.66
901.68

Sources: Monmouth County GIS Data; Wall Township Tax Maps

Township of Wall Owned Land
The township owns approximately 1933 acres of land of which 1234 acres or 64% is
vacant and undeveloped or currently used for recreation/conservation purposes.
Approximately 824.37 acres or 43% of township owned land is dedicated parkland.
Table 6 identifies all developed township owned parks with active recreational
facilities.
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Table #6
Township Owned Developed Parks

1

Airplane Park

2

Brice Park

3

Marconi Park Complex

4

Candy Cane Park
(North Wall Little League)

5

Community Park
(Pop Warner Fields/Old
Eckman Farm)

6

Dolan Field

7

Route 18/Edgar Felix Bike
Path

8

Fisk Park

9

George Frame Park

10

Hero’s Park
(Marigold Park)

11

Old Mill Park

12

Orchard Park

13

Rash Field

14

Roosevelt Park

15

Rose Hill Park

16

West Atlantic Ave.
Basketball Courts

265/2
Belmar Blvd
828/7
AllenwoodLakewood Rd
240/17,55.02,55
.03,55.05,
5.06; 241/1.01,
1.03; 242/1.03,
4; 247/1
Belmar Blvd

124/15
Marconi
272/1,3
Allaire
Rd/Baileys
Corner
799/56,57,58
Atlantic Ave
Route 18
ROW/
Mansquan to
GSP
182/3
Grant St
5/18
I St
870/38,39
Marigold Ave
723/3,28
Old Mill Rd
314/1,5,6
Church
St/Pennsilvania
Ave
7/1
Hwy 71
211/4
Roosevelt St.
218/5
Stines Rd
826/61
Atlantic Ave

Total Township Owned Active Recreation

1.39

Water Body

Tennis Court

1

28.92

1

202.18

4

4.98

2

90.36

1

55.23

4

2

1

1

1

1

1

418

3

1

117.64

1

0.57

1

1

0.52

2

3.46

1

1

38.03

1

1

31.68

1

2

1

5.36

5

2

1.84

1

1

0.32

1

0.34
582.82

Softball Field

Soccer Field

Picnic Area

Playground

Football Field

Fitness Track

Acres

Fishing

Location

Bike Path

Park Name

Basketball Court

ID #
in
Map
5

Baseball Field

Facilities

1
11

7

1

1

1

1

11

2

418

6

Sources: Monmouth County GIS Data; Wall Township Tax Maps
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6

1

The township also owns parks which are not developed with any active recreational
facilities, but are dedicated for open space and recreation. Four of these parks encompass
a water body which makes them particularly suitable for passive recreation such as
fishing, hiking, boating or picnicking. Table 7 summarizes the location and size of each
of these parks. Township owned parkland is depicted on Map 5.
Table #7
Township Owned Undeveloped Parks
ID # In Map 5

Park Name

Location

Acres

954/5
19.24
Atlantic Ave
741/18, 21.01
18
Osborne Pond
36.58
Allaire Road
805/7.01
112.29
19
Silo Pond
Allaire Road
805/25.04, 25.05
20
Old Mining Pit
71.86
Ridgewood Road
Pump Station/
858/9
21
1.51
Boat Ramp
2411 Riverside Terr.
Wheelwright
190/1.02
22
0.07
House
New Bedford Road
275/1, 4
23
Buser Property
26.44
2799 Allaire Road
Total Township Owned Undeveloped Parkland
267.99
Sources: Monmouth County GIS Data; Wall Township Tax Maps
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Kessler Pond

Board of Education Owned Land
The Wall Township Board of Education owns 187 acres of land within the municipality.
Seven schools and an administration complex occupy this land. Most of the schools, as
well as the administration complex have their own athletic fields and sports courts. Table
8 lists all of the outdoor recreational facilities that are owned by the Board of Education.
They are also depicted on Map 5.
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Table #8
Board of Education Recreational Facilities

2

3

5

1

5

1

2

1

1
1

1
2

2

2

Track

1

Tennis Court

1

Softball Field

2

Soccer Field

Administration Complex

Playground

804.02/29,31.02
Bailey’s Corner Rd.
89.08
& 18th Ave.
Allenwood Elementary
830/6Allenwood25
10.68
School
Lakewood Rd.
759/12
26
Central Elementary School
14.71
Allenwood Road
723/11
27
Old Mill Elementary School
3.90
Old Mill Road
85/6
28
Wall High School
36.69
18th Ave.
805/2
25.00
29
Wall Intermediate School
Allaire Road
5/19
4.76
30
West Belmar School
17th Ave
Total School Owned Recreational Facilities
411.22
Sources: Monmouth County GIS Data; Wall Township Tax Maps
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Multi-Purpose
Outdoor Court

Acres

Lacrosse Field

Location

Football Field

School Name

Basketball Court

ID #
in
Map
5

Baseball Field

Facilities

1

2

2

1

2

1

1

1

4

5

3

6

Privately Owned Conservation Districts and Recreational Facilities
The Township of Wall has numerous privately owned recreational facilities and privately
owned open space lands that have been zoned for Commercial Recreation or Public Open
Space purposes. Table 9 lists these properties and their acreage and Map 6 illustrates
their locations.
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Table #9
Privately Owned Conservation Districts & Recreational Facilities
Map
ID

Park Name

Location

Acres

893/100; 893.05/100; 893.06/100; 893.07/100;
893.08/100; 893.09/100; 893.11/100; 893.12/100;
78.68
1
4 Seasons Open Space
893.13/100; 893.14/100; 893.15/100; 893.16/100;
893.17/100
799/41.01,41.02
2
Atlantic Club
18.17
Atlantic Ave.
977/3, 8*
130.65
3
Camp Zehnder
Herbertsville Rd.
800/10
4
Good Sports
10.63
Hwy Route 138
BTMUA (Brick 898/1
71.36
5
Metedeconk Reservoir)**
Garden State Parkway
932/38
6
Oak Tree Lodge
7.87
Schoolhouse Rd.
945/15
4.25
7
Pats 30 Acres
W. Hurley Pond Road
974/5
8
Pine Grove Day Camp
35.75
Herbertsville Rd.
917/122
9
Saint Rose
273.30
W. Hurley Pond Rd.
810/7
8.04
10
Silton Swim Club
1701 Atlantic Ave.
804/8.01
21.51
11
Stockland Farms
Allaire Rd.
917/66
12
Wall Herald
273.30
W. Hurley Pond Rd.
907/9
13
Wall Sports Complex
11.83
Shafto Rd.
751/3
14
Summer Hill Private School
4.31
Gully Road
Total Privately Owned Conservation Areas and Recreational Facilities
949.65
* Block 977, Lot 3 owned by NJDEP but designated to Camp Zehnder for open space/recreational purposes.
**BTMUA is a quasi-public utility authority – reservoir site with public walking path.
Sources: Monmouth County GIS Data; Wall Township Tax Maps
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Chapter_5
Needs Analysis
The Township of Wall has seen dramatic development over the past century. While the
municipality is fortunate to still have large areas of undeveloped land, this fact also
makes the township a highly desirable location for developers. Over the past 3 years,
2291 permits for development were submitted to the Land Use Department, with an
average of 763 being issued per year. Because of the ever increasing desire to develop in
Wall, it is important to determine the future need for conservation and recreational
facilities and set forth an action plan to meet those needs. In determining future need, it
is also important to understand that it may change and new challenges may arise in the
years to come. This plan looks at several demographic analyses and utilizes a number of
methodologies to determine the future open space and recreation needs of the township.
TRENDS AND PROFILES
Demographics serve an important purpose in determining the future open space and
recreational needs of a municipality. Demographics illustrate past trends in a township’s
population and offer insight into its future character. The data compiled from
demographic statistics can be analyzed to understand expected future development and
offer ways to expand parkland and improve open space and recreation facilities to suit the
projected needs of a community.
Population
Like many of its neighboring communities, Wall experienced its most rapid population
increase in the mid twentieth century. There was a surge in population at the very end of
the twentieth century which subsided by 2005.
The North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) is the Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) for the thirteen northern most counties in the State of New
Jersey. The NJTPA is a federally authorized MPO that oversees the investment of
transportation improvement projects in the region. In order to appropriately administer
these projects, the NJTPA develops population projections for each municipality within
its jurisdictional region.
Table 10 depicts the township’s actual population growth over the last 100 years as
reported by the United States Census and identifies the projected population growth
through the year 2030 as calculated by the NJTPA. According to NJTPA projections, by
the year 2030, the population in the township is expected increase by approximately 10%
from 25,810 (2005), to 28,570 (2030).
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Table #10
Township of Wall Population Growth By
Decade
Year
Population
%Change
Actual
1910
3,817
1920
3,324
-13%
1930
3,540
6%
1940
4,383
24%
1950
7,386
41%
1960
11,929
62%
1970
16,498
38%
1980
18,952
15%
1990
20,244
7%
2000
25,261
25%
Estimated/Projected
2005
25,810
2%
2010
26,360
2%
2015
26,910
2%
2020
27,460
2%
2025
28,020
2%
2030
28,570
2%
Sources:
1910-2000 Monmouth County Planning Board
2005-2030 North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority

It should be noted that the Monmouth County Planning Board utilizes a different
methodology to estimate and project future populations. Based on a 2002 Monmouth
County Report, the township’s estimated 2005 and projected 2020 populations are
slightly higher at 26,099 persons and 32,019 persons, respectively.
Age
Categorizing the population by age gives insight into the types of recreational facilities
that may be needed the most. Typically, communities with a larger percentage of youth
may require more active recreational facilities such as athletic fields and courts, while
populations of young adults to middle aged residents are more likely to utilize passive
recreational facilities such as bike paths and fitness tracks. Older adults and senior
citizens may require a different type of passive recreational facilities such as park
benches and picnic tables.
Table 11 depicts the Wall Township population categorized by age cohort as reported by
the 2000 United States Census. As the table illustrates, the largest percentage of the
population in Wall Township in 2000 were youth ages 0 to 19, followed by middle aged
residents ages 40 to 59, adults ages 20 to 39, and adults ages 60 and over.
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Table #11
Township of Wall
Age-Cohort Population
2000
Percent of
Age Group
Actual
Population
Population
0-4
1,671
6%
5-9
1,924
8%
7%
10-14
1,828
15-19
Total 0-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
Total 20-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
Total 40-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
Over 80
Total 60-80

1,395
6,818
854
988
1,569
2,268
5,679
2,351
2,068
1,946
1,578
7,943
1,180
1,082
939
713
907
4,821

6%
27%
3%
4%
6%
9%
22%
9%
8%
8%
6%
31%
5%
4%
4%
3%
4%
19%

Note: Percentages may not add up due to rounding.
Source: 2000 U.S. Census

REGIONAL PLANS
Local trends often correspond to regional development. Regional plans utilize local data
to determine the overall need of an entire region. Once the need is determined, an action
plan is developed to provide a means to address the regional need and set forth funding
programs and strategies to meet the need. By reviewing regional plans, a local
government can gather data to determine its own need. In addition, this data can be
utilized to develop a reasonable local action plan that takes advantage of funding
programs offered by regional organizations.
New Jersey Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
Every five years the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres
Program prepares the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). The
most recent draft version dated August 29, 2007 is complete but has not yet been
adopted. Valuable data can be gathered from the draft to show the relationship of trends
and needs between the municipality and the state.
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The age-cohort population of the state as published in the draft 2007 SCORP is dispersed
similarly to that of the township. It can therefore be assumed that many of the local
needs are similar to those of the State as a whole. The draft SCORP recognizes the
continued need for increased recreational facilities for the youth population. It also
acknowledges that while many facilities exist for this age group, improvements, upgrades
and increased maintenance plans for these facilities will need to be established to address
the sheer volume of youth utilizing them. With the State’s older populations, the draft
SCORP indicates that the large baby boomer population will result in an increased need
for recreational facilities for the older populations. The plan shows that this population
may be different from previous senior citizen populations. They are likely to be more
active and will demand more facilities than previously required for the age group.
According to the draft SCORP, 26% of the State’s land area is preserved, with increasing
preservation efforts strengthening throughout the state. While this may seem significant,
the amount of undeveloped land is rapidly decreasing. The draft SCORP sets forth a
maximum build-out for the state to occur within the next 30 to 40 years. New Jersey will
be the first state to reach build-out and much of the remaining open space available for
development exists within Wall Township’s region.
The draft SCORP sites Monmouth County as being the county with the highest increase
in urban land acres between 1995 and 2002. Urban land acres are lands that would
normally be considered developed for various urbanized uses such as homes, roads,
businesses and utility installations. This means that not only is the available parkland and
open space in Monmouth County rapidly dwindling, but the need for more open space
and recreational facilities is growing just as quickly. While this presents a unique
challenge, the State has recognized this challenge and has directed funding efforts
towards those communities most in need. According to the draft SCORP, from 2000 to
2006, the Green Acres program received 489 million local government requests for
funding. Of those requests 90.4 million were approved with a large number of them
being in Monmouth County. In fact, during that same period, the County was the second
highest ranked in the State for receiving Green Acres funding. To address the challenges
faced by this region, the County has adopted an open space plan of its own.
Monmouth County Open Space Plan
On August 2, 2006, the Monmouth County Planning Board adopted the Monmouth
County Open Space Plan (MCOSP). The Plan sited approximately 60,000 to 70,000
acres of developable land remaining in the County, with an estimated 13,000 acres of
preserved open space and recreation acres, and a goal of 19,099 more acres. To
supplement the open space and recreation efforts, the County has implemented an open
space tax of 2.4 cents per $100 of assessed valuation.
The County Plan sets forth the role of each level of government in providing open space
and recreational facilities. It finds that the responsibility for preserving large natural and
historical resources as well as the development of destination geared recreational

25

facilities should be with the county, state and federal governments. The challenge of
meeting every day needs is appropriately left to local municipalities.
It is the role of the municipal government to meet the day-to-day
community-based and neighborhood recreation needs of local resident by
preserving and managing local greenways and typically smaller parcels
and providing basic recreation facilities close to home, and to preserve
locally significant natural, scenic, cultural and historic resources
(Monmouth County OSRP pg. 13)
According to the MCOSP, all County residents should reside within eight miles of a
public recreational facility. The Plan utilizes two methods to determine short term and
long term needs for public open space and recreation. To determine the short term or
current recreational need, the Plan utilizes the National Parks and Recreation Association
(NRPA) Acreage Population Method. Based on this method, the recommended acreage
for municipal level recreational facilities is 8 acres per 1000 persons. To determine longterm recreational needs, the Plan utilizes the Balanced Land Use Method set forth in the
2003 NJDEP SCORP. Based on this method, an estimated 3% of the developable area of
a municipality is recommended for municipal level public recreation. The findings of
these methods are set forth in the following table:
Table #12
Balanced Land Use and Acreage Population Standard Needs in Wall Township
Balanced Land Use Standard
Existing Open Space (2005)
1,461.23
Estimated Population (2005)
26,521

Municipal Land Area

Target Acreage

Surplus Acreage

Surplus Percentage

19,846

595.38

865.85

245%

Acres/Population Standard
Target Acreage
Surplus Acreage
212.17
1,249.06

Surplus Percentage
689%

Source: 2006 Monmouth County Open Space and Recreation Plan

The County Open Space and Recreation Plan identifies two important facts in
conjunction with the Balanced Land Use and Acreage Population methods. First, the
models should be used to estimate recreational needs; there are no quantitative standards
to determine conservation needs. Second, the models set forth general minimum
standards of open space and recreational acreage which do not take into account actual
existing park facilities. A municipality may therefore have a surplus of recreational and
open space acreage but not meet their need.
LOCAL STUDIES
Mailer Survey
In preparation for the drafting of this Plan, a survey was sent out to all township residents
in the September 2007 water bill. Of the 9,688 sent out, 1,065 or 10.9% of the surveys
were returned, which is a typical response for mailer surveys. A copy of the survey is
included in Appendix B. Based on the survey, the least utilized park is Roosevelt Park,
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while the most utilized is the Edgar Felix Bike Path. The recreational area that township
residents are most interested in using is the Route 18 Bike Path. The following is a table
of the top five most utilized Township owned parks:
Table #13
Most Frequently Utilized
Township Owned Parks
Park Name
Rank
1
Edgar Felix Bike Path
2
Route 18 Bike Path
3
Community Park
4
Orchard Park
5
School Facilities
Source: 2007 Mailer Survey

The survey also asked residents which activities they participate in, and in which
activities they are most interested. Table 14 illustrates the five most popular activities for
each category. The activity in each category of most interest is denoted with a check
mark. The categories in this table are also organized in order from most popular (sports)
to least popular (outdoor activities).

Table #14
Most popular Activities
Category

Sports

Playground
&
Games

Outdoor

Rank within
Category
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
4
5
1
2
3
4
5

Activity

Highest
Interest Expressed

Walking
Bicycling
Baseball/Softball
Swimming
Soccer
Climb Around
Slides
Swings-Adult
Overhead Bars
Rope Ladders
Nature Walks
Exercise Trail
Fishing
Hiking
Picnicking

Source: September 2007 Mailer Survey

The survey concluded with a comment section for residents. Comments regarding the
bike paths were positive, although the need for an extension of the paths into North Wall
was stressed. Disappointment in the maintenance of the Township’s tennis courts,
especially those in Orchard Park, was expressed in a number of the surveys.
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Underutilization of Marconi Park Complex was also mentioned. A large number of
requests were made for a community indoor/outdoor pool as well as a dog park and a
skate park. Several residents commented on the need for an arts facility for summer
concerts and art exhibits. Although the survey showed that athletic fields are frequently
utilized, many residents commented that additional fields should not be built.
Maintenance and security at some of the mini parks and neighborhood parks were also a
concern to residents.
System Classification and Analysis
To provide additional data for determining the amount of park and recreation land that
should be acquired and preserved, a comparison of Wall’s existing parks and facilities
was made with the parks classification standards that have been recommended by the
NRPA. The following park classifications provided by the NRPA have been identified
for Wall Township.
Mini-Parks: Mini parks have a service area of a ¼ mile radius and a size of 2,500 square
feet to 1 acre. They are typically spaced throughout the community and may be located
within larger community parks or neighborhood parks. These park facilities are geared
towards children 10 years of age and younger.
Neighborhood Parks: Neighborhood parks have a service area of a ½ mile radius and a
size of 2 to 24 acres. These types of park facilities can stand alone but are often adjacent
to or integrated with schools or larger parks. Neighborhood parks serve the needs of 5 to
17 year olds which may include informal play apparatus, sports courts and or athletic
fields.
Community Parks: Community parks service a 3 mile radius and are comprised of 25 or
more acres. Ideally located community parks have frontage on an arterial street and are
easily accessible by car, bicycles and on foot. Community parks serve a broad rage of
recreational facilities including pools, formal athletic fields and courts, fitness tracks,
and/or picnic areas.
Community Playfields: These parks vary in size and typically provide service to an entire
community. Community playfields provide facilities for organized and individual sports
including athletic fields and sports courts.
Conservation Areas: Typically conservation areas are 20 acres or larger and are
determined by the existence of natural resources. The guiding force in development of
these parks is the preservation of the natural environment and scenic quality. Secondary
passive recreation activities may coexist within these parks.
Special Use Areas: Special use areas preserve and maintain resources of an historical or
archeological nature, or provide for a specialized community facility. The necessary size
and location of these areas varies.
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Table #15 below provides a list of all Township owned parks in the municipality with
their corresponding park classification as adopted from NRPA standards.

Park Classification
Mini Park
Neighborhood Park
Community Park
Community Playfield
Conservation Area
Special Use Area

Table #15
Park Classifications
Park Name
Air Plane Park, George Frame Park, Rose Hill Park
Fisk Park, Hero’s Park, Roosevelt Park, West
Atlantic Ave. Basketball Courts
Brice Park, Community Park, Old Mill Park, Rash
Field
Candy Cane Park, Dolan Field, Orchard Park,
Kessler Pond, Osborne Pond, Silo Pond, Edgar
Felix Bike Path, Route 18 Bike Path
Marconi Park Complex,

When comparing the information contained in Table 15 with the information contained in
Table 13 (Most Frequently Used Township Owned Parks), it can be concluded that the
most frequently used parks in Wall are the Conservation Areas, Community Parks and
Community Playfields. Likewise, in comparing the information in Table 15 to Table 14
(Most Popular Activities), they are those activities typically provided in Community
Parks and Community Playfields.
CONCLUSION
A number of methodologies were utilized to determine the need for recreation and open
space facilities in Wall Township. The township appears to have a surplus in acreage for
these facilities according to the Balanced Land Use and Acreage Population Standard
data collected by Monmouth County. Wall’s own data gathered from local input found
that there is a need to expand existing parks and open spaces. In particular, it appears
that the types of facilities found in a community park would be most beneficial to
township residents. There are also large areas of environmentally sensitive lands that are
not preserved and are subject to the possibility of future development.
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Chapter_6
Resource Assessment
An analysis of specific parcels throughout the municipality has been conducted to
determine potential property acquisitions for future open space and recreation purposes.
The analysis utilized GIS mapping to locate large parcels, greater than one acre in size
that have poor development potential, significant environmental constraints or unique
features. Proximity to existing publically or privately owned open space and recreation
areas is an additional factor in identifying parcels. As a result of this analysis, the
following table lists parcels in the township that have been determined to be suitable for
conservation and/or recreation purposes and highlights several for priority consideration.
Table #16
Privately Owned Potential Open Space/Recreation Parcels
ID #
In
Map 6
15

Lot

Block

Owner

811.01

1&2

Outdoor Systems, Inc.

16

901

8

WSCT Falls Corp

17
18
19
20
21

901
901
915
915
920

12
18
12
25
4

WSCT Falls Corp
WSCT Falls Corp
Craig & Lisa Pollard
Monroe & Martin Freeman
Robert Vitale
NJ
Department
of
Transportation
United States of America
Chester Thompson
Fred McDowell
Arnold & Vera Conover
Matthew & Patricia Gallagher
Arthur & Karen Sommers

22
23*
24
25
26
27
28

241
774
930
772
743
973

55.01
5
1
3
4.01 & 4.02
6

Location

Acreage

2320/2322 Hwy Route 34
571 Shark River Station
Road
Shark River Station Road
501 Shark River Station
5315 Megill Road
Megill Road
5109 W. Hurley Pond Road
Route 18 Bike Path
Extension
Marconi Park Complex
Allenwood Road
1401 Schoolhouse Road
3009 Hurley Pond Road
1842 Bailey’s Corner Road
4051 Herbertsville Road

1.57
55.10
67.54
18.12
106.78
4.80
9.30
23.04
31.91
48.72
486.96
34.94
37.71
5.15

* Transfer of ownership to Township of Wall for recreation purposes is already in progress.
Note: Highlighted properties are priority sites for acquisition.
Sources: Monmouth County GIS; Wall Township Tax Maps

Following is a description of the each of the areas set forth in Table 16 and the
recommended use for each site. The areas that are of highest priority for acquisition are
summarized first.
PRIORITY AREAS FOR ACQUISITION
Thompson
The Thompson Farm is located within the RR-6 zone district and contains the historic
Thorpe-Thompson House. Intermittent wetlands may exist on the site and two unnamed
tributaries to Wreck Pond Brook traverse the site. The site is also situated near Hurley’s
30

Pond. The site is recommended for historic preservation, farmland preservation and
conservation purposes.
McDowell “Blueberry Acres”
The McDowell property is situated along the Shark River and is traversed by several
unnamed tributaries of the river. The 300-foot stormwater rule buffer applies to this
property. Steep slopes and wetlands are present within the boundaries of the site and it is
currently zoned RR-6. The County of Monmouth has shown interest in acquiring the
property for the Monmouth County Parks System. A possible joint venture with the
County should be considered preserve the site for recreation and conservation.
Route 18 Right of Way
The northern portion of the Highway 18 right-of-way is presently zoned for public open
space (POS), but is still under NJDOT control. It is recommended that the existing Bike
Path be extended from its northerly Highway terminus to Eighteenth Avenue. This area
of the right-of way is partially wooded and transects Wreck Pond Brook.
ADDITIONAL AREAS FOR CONSIDERATION
Outdoor Systems, Inc.
This property is presently vacant, wooded and located within the Office Research (OR-2)
Zone District. Substantial wetlands exist on the site. The property is adjacent to a
township owned detention basin which is zoned POS and is proximate to the Bike Path.
It is recommended that the site be considered for conservation purposes.
WSCT Falls, Corp.
WSCT Falls Corp owns three parcels along Shark River Station Road. The majority of
the site is located within the General Industrial (GI-10) Zone District, with a portion of
lot 8 being located within in the Residential (R-60) Zone District. The property is mostly
vacant and wooded and is surrounded by township owned property zoned POS.
Substantial wetlands, proximity to the category one (C1) designated Shark River, and the
300-foot stormwater rule buffers constrain development of the site. It is recommended
that the site be considered for conservation purposes.
Pollard
This parcel is undeveloped, mostly wooded, zoned for Rural Residential (RR-6)
development and currently used as a Christmas tree farm. Wetlands exist within the
boundaries of the site and township owed property zoned POS is located adjacent to the
site. Recommended uses for the property include conservation and/or farmland
preservation.
Freeman
This property is located adjacent to township owned property zoned POS and the abovementioned Pollard site. There are substantial wetlands within this undeveloped and
primarily wooded site, which is currently zoned for RR-6 development. It is
recommended that the site be considered for conservation purposes.
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Vitale
Presently zoned for General Industrial (GI-10) development, this property contains
substantial wetlands and is undeveloped and wooded. There is an existing pond and a
tributary stream to the C1 designated Long Swamp Brook. The site is located within the
stormwater rule area and adjacent to undeveloped property owned by the NJDEP. Due to
the extensive environmental constraints on the site, it is recommended that the site be
considered for conservation purposes.
Conover Farm
Conover Farm is currently zoned for Rural Residential (RR-6) development. The
majority of the property is farmed with an historic residence and barn located near the
northern portion of the site. Wreck pond brook runs along the southern edge of the site
with an unnamed tributary to the brook along the western edge of the site. Wetlands
border the stream corridors along southern and western portions of the site. The
property’s historic, environmental and agricultural significance make it appropriate for
historic, farmland and open space conservation.
Ayers Farm (Gallagher)
The Ayers Farm property is located within the Rural Residential (RR-6) zone district.
Wetlands associated with Wreck Pond Brook are present along the easterly portion of the
site which is primarily wooded. The westerly portion of the site includes farmed land and
a single family dwelling. This site is recommended for recreational use or open space
conservation.
Sommers Farm
This lot is largely wooded and undeveloped. It is part of and contiguous to the roughly
twenty-acre Sommers Farm. The property is located within the Rural Residential (RR-5)
zone district. This property is recommended for conservation.
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Chapter_7
Action Plan
Utilizing the information gathered from the inventory and needs assessment of this Plan,
the following Action Plan is proposed. The Action Plan is separated into short,
intermediate and long term goals to be achieved within one year, three years and five
years, respectively.
Short Term
1. Adopt this Open Space and Recreation Plan as an amendment to the Wall
Township Master Plan.
2. Take necessary steps to implement the Open Space and Recreation Plan.
3. Develop an Open Space and Recreation Committee to oversee acquisition
projects, investigate grant programs and annually develop and update a list of
short-term goals.
4. Collaborate with other agencies to utilize both public and private open space and
recreation funding programs.
5. Improve coordination with the Wall Township Board of Education.
6. Assess all township owned properties and add appropriate parcels to the Wall
Township Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI).
7. Develop a set of zoning standards for the Public Open Space (POS) Zone District.
8. Consider the rezoning of all existing parkland in the township into an open
space/recreation zone.
Intermediate
9. Develop an inventory of the condition of existing park facilities and set forth a
maintenance plan.
10. Consider the drafting of a Farmland Preservation Plan.
11. Continue utilization of the Open Space Trust Fund for the acquisition of parcels
for conservation and recreational purposes.
12. Annually update the ROSI.
13. Prioritize acquisition parcels.
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14. Prepare a Natural Resources Inventory.
15. Prepare a Historical Resources Inventory.
Long Term
16. Revisit the Camp Evans Reuse Plan and continue implementation.
17. Search older, denser areas of the township for vacant or underutilized parcels for
the development of mini parks.
18. Consider existing undeveloped township owned parkland for active recreational
purposes.
19. Organize public events at township parks to promote preservation awareness and
community involvement in open space and recreation matters.
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Maps

APPENDIX A
Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI)

APPENDIX B
September 2007 Mailer Survey

APPENDIX C
NJDEP SHPO
New Jersey and National Registries of Historic Places

APPENDIX D
Wall Township Planning Board Resolution
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